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POVERTY DATUM LINES - MAY 2021

Main Findings

e The Food Poverty Line (FPL) for one person in May
2021 was $4,139.00.

e The Total Consumption Poverty Line (TCPL) for one
person stood at $5,771.00 in May 2021.

Concepts and Definitions of the Lower Bound
Poverty Line

With effect from November 2020, ZIMSTAT is now
producing the Poverty Datum Lines (PDL) using the lower
bound poverty line. The method refers to the sum of food
poverty line and the average amount derived from non-food
items of households whose total expenditure is equal to the
food poverty line.

The food poverty line (FPL) represents the amount of money
that an individual will require to afford the minimum required
daily energy intake of 2 100 calories.

The total consumption poverty line (TCPL) which is naturally
higher than the FPL was derived using 2017 PICES data and
using the lower bound poverty line method. It was derived by
computing the non-food consumption expenditures of poor
households whose consumption expenditures were just equal
to the FPL. The amount was added to the FPL, if an
individual does not consume more than the TCPL, he or she is
deemed poor. For more details, the user is referred to a more
recent publication by ZIMSTAT, Zimbabwe Poverty Update
2017-19.

Detailed Results

The food poverty line (FPL) as at May 2021 stood at
$4,139.10. This means that the minimum needs basket cost
that much per person in May 2021. This represents an increase
of 1.0 percent over the April 2021 figure of

$4,099.95.

The Total Consumption Poverty Line (TCPL) for Zimbabwe
stood at $5,770.64 per person in May 2021. This means that an
individual required that much to purchase both non-food and
food items as at May 2021 in order not to be deemed poor.

This represents an increase of 1.7 percent when compared to
the April 2021 figure of $5,672.47.

The poverty datum lines vary by province as prices vary from
place to place. The differences are explained by differences in
average prices in the provinces.

The quantities of commodities consumed at base year in the
minimum needs basket which is consistent with the
preferences of the poor individuals and households in
Zimbabwe are fixed. The variations in the value of the basket
are explained by changes in average prices.

NOTE:
e The TCPL of $5,771.00 represents the total income

needed for an individual (with all their income added
together) as a minimum for them not to be deemed

poor.

e ZIMSTAT produces the official Poverty Datum
Lines which are not comparable to cost of living
indicators produced by other players in the market.
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Food Poverty Datum Lines per person per month

Bulawayo  Manicaland Mash Central Mash East ~ Mash West ~ Mat North Mat South Midlands Masvingo Harare Zimbabwe Percentage (%)
Monthk
2020
Nov 3,330.37 3,476.05 3,627.53 3,117.53 3,106.32 3,362.17 2,830.31 3,242.72 3,414.55 3,072.21 3,279.41
Dec 3,481.56 3,674.32 3,775.95 3,436.79 3,276.07 3,669.39 2,930.94 3,446.25 3,641.54 3,310.75 3,493.73 6.5
2021
Jan 3,779.58 4,076.60 3,992.18 3,791.08 3,512.03 4,017.93 3,180.58 3,636.38 3,964.80 3,466.66 3,767.56 7.8
Feb 3,985.23 4,286.92 4,150.82 4,010.08 3,682.14 4,347.55 3,341.04 3,748.90 4,038.66 3,619.75 3,934.21 4.4
Mar 4,058.94 4,379.58 4,222.03 4,158.92 3,741.26 4,400.08 3,389.03 3,895.91 4,180.82 3,693.47 4,033.27 2.5
Apr 4,145.34 4,394.32 4,259.19 4,264.10 3,813.45 4,556.30 3,438.40 3,911.19 4,277.22 3,771.09 4,099.95 1.7
May 4,225.13 4,471.10 4,334.09 4,289.39 3,847.34 4,532.16 3,427.38 3,936.66 4,333.84 3,789.11 4,139.10 1.0
Total Consumption Poverty Lines per person per month
Bulawayo  Manicaland Mash Central Mash East Mash West ~ Mat North Mat South Midlands Masvingo Harare Zimbabwe Percentage (%)
Monthly
2020
Nov 4,696.06 4,403.39 5,410.79 4,165.59 4,537.19 4,480.11 3,625.59 4,138.98 4,686.15 4,192.56 4,425.64
Dec 5,127.15 4,764.31 5,404.45 4,734.91 4,751.65 4,894.46 4,102.39 4,392.91 4,738.12 4,865.20 4,670.04 5.5
2021
Jan 5,503.14 5,224.21 5,649.98 5,123.77 5,042.76 5,294.84 4,378.91 4,620.69 5,093.94 5,079.68 4,987.35 6.8
Feb 5,746.59 5,463.68 5,882.29 5,376.95 5,281.50 5,673.77 4,548.34 4,754.36 5,193.39 5,272.82 5,187.31 4.0
Mar 5,855.87 5,584.02 5,965.60 5,553.19 5,376.99 5,729.72 4,612.24 4,920.68 5,363.76 5,387.27 5,312.19 24
Apr 6,185.75 6,026.07 6,354.50 6,199.42 5,685.15 6,284.60 5,001.54 5,296.97 5,827.67 5,671.35 5,672.47 6.8
May 6,342.12 6,164.09 6,508.04 6,297.35 5,789.28 6,325.33 5,049.19 5,374.46 5,942.48 5,760.70 5,770.64 1.7
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